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that the rumours were true, but of a sharp reprimand
against the utterance of any such dissatisfaction respect-
ing the Queen.

The initiative for any change in the conduct of the war
did not as a rule emanate from the King, but from the
staff of the Army or from that of the Crown Prince, who
was the general in command. That this circle was open
to English views if presented in a friendly manner was
only natural; the Crown Princess, Moltke's late wife, the
wife of Count Blumenthal, chief of the staff, and after-
wards field-marshal, and the wife of von Gottberg, the
staff officer next in influence, were all Englishwomen.

The reasons of the delay in the attack upon Paris, con-
cerning which those behind the scenes had observed silence,
became the subject of discussion in the press in conse-
quence of the appearance of extracts from Count Roon's
papers in the ( Deutsche Revue' of iSgi.1 All attempts
to refute Roon's statements avoid mention of the Berlin
and English influences, as well as of the fact that 800, and
according to others 1,500, trucks stood for weeks laden
with provisions for the Parisians; and all, with the excep-
tion of one anonymous newspaper article, likewise shirk the
question whether the leaders of the army paid timely atten-
tion to the transport of siege ordnance. I have found
nothing to induce me to make any alteration in the above
notes on the matter, which were written before the appear-
ance of the numbers of the ' Deutsche Revue ' in question.

The assumption of the Imperial title by the  King

1 Edition in book form, iii.4 243 sqq.
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